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Introduction 

Access to a wide range of scientific literature is out of reach for 
universities and research institutes in low-income countries. 

Typical subscription cost for a single journal title is at several thousand 
dollars.

Research4Life initiative was created to reduce the knowledge gap 
between high-income countries and low and middle-income countries.

Research4Life provides affordable access to important scientific 
research.
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What is Reasearch4Life ?

Research4Life is a public–
private partnership of the FAO, 

WHO, UNEP, WIPO, ILO, 
Cornell University, Yale 

University, the International 
Association of Scientific, 

Technical & Medical (STM) 
Publishers and up to 155 

international scientific 
publishers.

Main goal for Research4Life to 
reduce the knowledge gap 

between high-income 
countries and low and middle-
income countries by providing 

affordable access to high-
quality scientific research. 

Since 2002, Research4Life 
provided researchers from 

more than 9,000 institutions in 
more than 120 low- and 

middle-income countries with 
free or low-cost online access 

to up to 100,000 leading 
journals and books in the 

fields of health, agriculture, 
environment, applied sciences 

and law.
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Research4Life programmmes.

● Research in Health (Hinari), 

● Research in Agriculture (AGORA),

● Research in the Environment (OARE), 

● Research for Development and Innovation (ARDI), and 

● Research for Global Justice (GOALI).

3/2/2020



WIPO FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

Hinari - Research for Health.
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● Launched in 2002.

● Managed by the World Health Organization 

(WHO) in partnership with Yale University Library 

and up to 160 publishers.

● Provides access to up to 15,000 journals, up to 

60,000 e-books, and up to 105 other information 

resources.

Available at www.who.int/hinari
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AGORA - Access to Global Online 
Research in Agriculture. 

● Launched in 2003.

● Provides free or low-cost access to a 
collection of up to 14,500 key journals 
and 27,000 books in more than 115 
countries.

● For students, faculty and researchers 
in agriculture and life sciences in the 
developing world.
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Available at http://www.fao.org/agora 
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ARDI - Research for Development and Innovation. 

● Launched in 2009.

● ARDI (Access to Research for Development 
and Innovation) is managed by the World 
Intellectual Property Organization in 
partnership with its publishing partners.

● Aims to improve to scholarly literature from 
diverse fields of science and technology.

● ARDI provides access to up to 30,000 
journal, e-books and reference work in 120 
countries.
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Available at www.wipo.int/ardi

http://www.wipo.int/ardi
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OARE - Research in the Environment.

● Launched in 2006.

● OARE (Online Access to Research in the Environment) 

is managed by the United Nations Environment 

Programme (UNEP) in partnership with Yale University 

and up to 65 publishers.

● Provides access to up to 11,500  journals,  27,000 e-

books and 40 other information resources.

● Covers  disciplines such as; natural environment, 

environmental toxicology and pollution, zoology, botany, 

ecology & many others.
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Available at 

http://www.unenvironment.org/oare

http://www.unenvironment.org/oare
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GOALI - Research for Global Justice

● Launched in 2018.

● GOALI (Global Online Access to Legal 

Information) is coordinated by the 

International Labour Organization (ILO), 

the International Training Centre of the 

ILO, Lillian Goldman Law Library at Yale 

Law School and the Cornell Law School 

Library.

● Provides access to 1,800 journals, 6,900 

books and other information resources 

from 55 publishers.
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Available at www.ilo.org/goali

http://www.ilo.org/goali/WCMS_588687/lang--en/index.htm
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Eligibility 

• National universities 

• Professional schools 

• Research institutes

• Teaching hospitals and healthcare centres 

• Government offices

• National libraries

• Agricultural extension centres

• Local non-governmental organizations

Access to 
Research4Life is 

restricted to 
eligible institutions 

in eligible 
countries. These 

include:
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Group A and Group B country 
categories

Core Offer Group A – Free Access

• United Nations Least Developed Country List 
and/or

• Total Gross National Income (GNI) is at or less 
than US$ 15 billion where Gross National 
Income per capita (GNIpc) at or less than US$ 
3000

• Total GNI is at or less than US$ 2 billion where 
GNIpc at or less than US$ 5000

• Total GNI is at or less than US$ 200 billion 
where: Human Development Indicator (HDI) is 
at or less than 0.60 and/or (GNIpc) is at or less 
than US$ 1500   

Core Offer Group B – Fee-based access

• Total GNI is at or less than US$ 1.5 billion 
and/or

• Total GNI is at or less than US$ 25 billion 
where GNIpc is at or less than US$10,000 
and/or

• GNIpc is at or less than US$ 6000 where 
Healthy Life Expectancy (HALE) is at or less 
than 55

• Total GNI is at or less than US$ 300 billion 
where: HDI is at or less than 0.67 and/or GNIpc 
is at or less than US$ 6000
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Group A countries have free access to Research4Life. Group B countries must pay US$1,500 

per year to obtain access to the Research4Life.
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Research4Life user agreement and terms 
of use

● Research4Life programmes require a signed user agreement that 
activates the account.

● The user agreement is between the registered institution and 
the publisher partners of Research4Life. 

● It allows the licensee to use the publishers’ offer and defines the 
rules of use for all Research4Life programmes. 

● It covers key information on the use of credentials, copyright
and fair usage.
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Research4Life ALLOWS registered 
institutions and their authorized users to:

● Share the password with colleagues, students or faculty members 
in the same institution 

● Download or print up to 15% of a journal issue or book,

● Use material for educational purposes (course packs or reserves) 
or make copies for institutional members,

● Use Research4Life programmes on personal computers owned 
personally by the employees, faculty or students of the institution.
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Research4Life does NOT allow registered 
institutions and their authorized users to: 

● Share the Research4Life username and password outside the registered institution,

● Post content on websites or publish credentials online,

● Access Research4Life programmes remotely from other installations than institutional 
devices or devices owned by employees, faculty members or students of the institution,

● Access Research4Life programmes whilst travelling outside their own countries,

● Download or print complete journal issues or books,

● Supply documents available through any Research4Life programmes for a fee,

● Modify, adapt, transform or create any derivative work from the publishers’ material,

And they must recognize that: 

● Owners, employees or affiliates of for-profit corporations are not considered authorized 
users.
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Registration for Research4Life 
programmes
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● A step-by-step guide on how to register online is available at the 
Research4Life web site - https://www.research4life.org/access/how-to-
register/

● Individuals are not eligible to register, only institutions are.

● An online registration form is available at the Research4Life web site

● Before proceeding, please check the list of registered institutions to see if the 
institution is already registered.

● Once the submitted registration form has been reviewed by Research4Life, 
the applicant will receive an email with further instructions.

https://www.research4life.org/access/how-to-register/
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Find information on COVID-19 through 
Research4Life 

As the situation continues to evolve – new 
resources are being regularly added to the partner 
portals 

• Find reliable expert advice & access to 

latest peer-reviewed research 

• Recent articles on COVID-19

• Recent articles on SARS-CoV-2

http://hinari.summon.serialssolutions.com/%23!/search?ho=t&l=en&q=((COVID-19)%20OR%20(coronavirus))
http://hinari.summon.serialssolutions.com/%23!/search?ho=t&l=en&q=(SARS-CoV-2)
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For more information on 

Research4Life

www.research4life.org

r4l@research4life.org

Research4Life is a public-private partnership of five programmes:

http://www.research4life.org
mailto:r4l@research4life.org

